
September 2013 
Newsletter 

Summer Reading Giveaway  2pm 
 
School-wide Fundraiser Kickoff 

Friday Sept. 6th 
 
Monday Sept. 9th 

PTC Meeting 6PM - JES Library 
     All Parents Welcome! 
 
First  Fundraiser Order Turn in Day 

Wednesday Sept. 11th 
 
 
Friday Sept. 13th 

Fundraiser Ends - All orders due Tuesday Sept. 24th 

PTC Meeting 6PM - JES Library 
     All Parents Welcome! 

Wednesday Sept. 25th 

Picture Day Tuesday Oct. 1st 

                                   
                          

 

 

  

Important Dates! 

Johnson Elementary 
Thunderbi rds  

MORNING DROP-OFF 

The following are drop-off times for Johnson Early Childhood students and Elementary Students.  Please note 
the difference in times: 

 Student drop-off for Early Childhood students starts at 7:15-7:30 a.m. 
Student drop-off for Elementary students starts at 7:35 a.m. **Note a staff person will be on duty for the loop starting 

at 7:35 a.m. 
Bus drop off starts at 7:25 with a staff member on playground duty starting at this time. 

If you feel you have an extenuating circumstance and need to drop your student off earlier than 7:35 a.m., please make 
prior arrangements with the office. 

Exceptional Teaching + Exceptional Relationships = Exceptional Students 

The JES Health Office is in need of extra clothing (mostly pants).  If you’d like to donate, please drop you clean 
items off at the office.  If you have questions, please call the office @ 249-2584 



A Great New Year 
 

       Welcome to the 2013-2014 school year!  The students and the staff at Johnson 
Elementary are off to a magnificent start and I predict many great accomplishments 
this year!  It has been wonderful reuniting with returning students and getting to 
know the new students and families.   Please know you are always welcome at JES 
and we can always use some extra volunteer hands.  Either contact your child’s 
teacher or the office about opportunities to help out.   

Johnson Elementary School 
Messages from Mrs. Pierce 

September 2013 

Vision 

Exceptional 
Teaching, Excep-
tional Relation-

The Board encourages parents/guardians and other citizens of the dis-

trict to visit classrooms, activities and functions at any time to observe 

the work of the schools. The Board believes that there is no better way 

for the public to learn what the schools actually are doing.  

In order to ensure that no unauthorized persons enter buildings with 

wrongful intent, all visitors to the schools shall report to the school of-

fice when entering, show proper identification and reason for being at 

the school. Visitors shall wear nametags which identify them as visitors.  

Visiting schools is a privilege, not a right, which may be limited, denied 

or revoked by a school administrator or designee based on considera-

tions of student and/or staff safety, efficient school operations, mainte-

nance of proper educational environment, or failure to comply with this 

policy.  

JES Data Celebrations 
*According to the yearly School Per-
formance Framework from the state of 
Colorado, Johnson Elementary was 
rated as a Performance school. We met 
or exceed state expectation in academic 
growth in writing and reading. 
 

*3rd Grade math TCAP showed 70% of 
the students proficient or advanced.  
33% of those  students scored ad-
vanced. 
 

*4th Grade TCAP scores were at or 
above the state average in reading, writ-
ing, and math.   
 

*5th grade TCAP scores showed gains in 
reading, writing, math and science.   

We Have Character! 
 

Johnson Elementary made the news this summer for receiving a “Promising 
Practice” award from the Character Education Partnership.  Johnson received this 
award for our “Homework Café.”  Homework Café met the requirements of the 
award because it creates a caring community and fosters caring attachments between 
students and staff.  It provides extra academic help as needed and encourages stu-
dents to seek mastery of content and skills. 

 

The Café was implemented when the staff at JES recognized existing 
achievement gaps and sought a way to close those gaps.    We have found that Home-
work Café promotes work-related habits of perseverance and responsibility that help 
students do their best work.  It engages staff as a learning community and promotes 
shared responsibility for development of performance character. 

Optimism is the one quality more associated with success and happi-
ness than any other. 

 ~ Brian Tracy 

Why Can’t I Skip My 20-Minutes of 
Reading Tonight? 

 

Which student will understand the 
words better? 

 

Student “A” reads 20 minutes each day, 
which equals 3600 minutes in a 
school year.  In one year Student “A” 
will have read approximately 
1,800,000 words. 

 

Student “B” reads 5 minutes each day, 
which equals 900 minutes in a school 
year.  In one year Student “B” will 
have read approximately 282,000 
words. 

 

Student “C” reads 1 minute each day, 
which equals 180 minutes in a school 
year.  In one year Student “C” will 
have read approximately 8,000 
words. 

 



Dear Parents, 

We have had a great start to the new school year.  All the kinder classrooms are working on listening, sitting still and 
sharing, all those great beginning of the year things.  We are so happy with all the new things they are learning in 
their new environment. 

We have a new reading program that we are doing.  We have Literacy Para’s coming into the room to help us with 
the learning centers.  We also have helpers coming into the room for our writing time.  This is great for the kiddos to 
have extra help. 

A change will take place on the pickup of our Kinders.  We would like to utilize the loop more and put less stress on 
the very full parking lot.  A letter will go home to all of you.  If there are any questions please let us know. 

We are so proud of the Kinders in the lunchroom!  They have done a fantastic job of learning all the details of get-
ting lunch.  One item that may help with lost lunch boxes is to put your child’s name inside his/her lunch box. 

Thank you for sharing your children with us. 

The Kindergarten Team 

Kindergarten News 

First Grade News 
It is our pleasure to welcome you and your child to our First Grade Community this year.   We are looking 
forward to a great year filled with learning and exciting activities.   We encourage families to be actively in-
volved in educating your children by assisting with homework and becoming involved in our school.   Hope-
fully, many of  you will consider joining our Parent-Teacher Community (PTC) organization which assists with 
projects and decisions that directly affect our building.  

 

Thanks to our first grade families for the response in returning the Thunderbird folders to the classroom and 
keeping  track of your child’s reading.   (We are requesting that children read or be read to for a minimum of 
80 minutes per week.) 

 

Please remember that students must know all 40 Kindergarten sight words by the end of September and this 
should be treated as homework to insure that the child knows these words.    Homework for the month 
should including Math (counting by 1’s, 5’s and 10s, tally marks and addition +0 and +1). 

   Topics which will be covered in reading during September are story genre, story elements, and elements of 
poetry.   In writing, topics will include word order, telling and asking sentences and beginning the sentence 
with a capital letter.     

In science students were introduced to liquid/solid and that air is a gas. 

At various times throughout the year, families will be given an opportunity to purchase books through the See 
Saw Book Club.   Not only is this a wonderful way to build your home library and foster a love of reading, it 
helps our classroom supplement our libraries by earning bonus points through your purchases. 

 

Don’t forget to save Box Tops for Education and Campbell Soup Labels  and send them with your 
students.   These have helped in funding supplies and equipments for our school. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to work with your youngsters!    



Dear Second Grade Families, 

 We have just completed our first few weeks of school and we are off to a great start. The fall is 

sneaking up on us and we have many fun filled activities planned for our students centering on this 

transitional season.  

Reading and Writing: 

In Literacy, our students will be learning how to make predictions, ask questions, problem solve unfa-

miliar words, and summarize and retell story elements. Very soon we will be lucky enough to have 

extra classroom support as literacy paras push in to the classroom to assist your child with his/ her aca-

demic needs. In writing we are starting descriptive sentences and paragraph writing.  

Mathematics: 

In the area of Math during the week of September 9, students will be assessed on Unit 1. We will be-

gin Unit 2 immediately after. In this unit we will concentrate on addition and subtraction. We will also 

continue with number patterns and rules for the patterns. It is important that students continue to prac-

tice their basic math facts. Please help them by making flash cards or buying them at places such as 

Target and Wal-Mart. The cost is minimal and the benefits are well worth it. 

We are looking forward to a year full of growth for your 

child. 

Second Grade Team 

Ms. Coleman, Ms. Holcom, Mrs. Waldow and Mrs. Wolfe 

Second Grade News 

Third Grade News 
 

Greetings from third grade.  

 The first weeks have just flown by.  Each child has had their reading level as-

sessed individually with DRA.  More information about how each student 

reads will be available after the student takes the computerized I-Ready test -

new this year. Also new this year is the Good Habits, Great Readers literacy 

materials. The first unit focused on students seeing themselves as readers. 

Ask your child what he/she has learned about choosing a best fit book. It is 

wonderful that many students are meeting the JES expectation that every 

student read at least 80 minutes a week at home. In Math we have almost 

finished unit 1. We reviewed number sense, money, time, and length.  All stu-

dents have taken the District beginning of the year math facts test. Knowing 

addition and subtraction math facts increases a student’s number sense 

which helps with high level math. We appreciate you support and look for-

ward to a great third grade year. 

 

Mrs. Casebier, Ms. Crosby, Mrs. Head, and Mrs. Kiehlbauch 



 
 

Fifth Grade News 

 

The month of September will be a busy month in 5th grade. We will continue our 
study on the Human Body and all of its systems in Science. Students will be encour-
aged to bring in an Incredible Edible Cell to explain the parts and there functions to 
the class. Yum!! In math we will be learning several skills from estimating to addition, 
subtraction and multiplication of decimals. September will really push the students in 
their guided reading groups where they will be working on specific skills to improve 
their reading and writing about reading with both fiction and non-fiction texts. Last 
but not least, the students will be writing and presenting How-To projects where they 
are asked to teach the class “how to” do something. With this project they will be mak-
ing a Prezi or Powerpoint to go along with their demonstration. We have so much to 
do in such a short amount of time, but these 5th graders are hard workers and are up 
for the challenge! 



 
 

Welcome Back! 
We are ready for an exciting new year in the library!  If you haven’t been by, come see how things are rearranged! 

*Our first Summer Reading program was a big success!  We had several families who visited each week to check 
out books and listen as our guest readers (JES teachers) shared some of their favorite stories! 
*The theme for our 2013-2014 library this year is “We’ve got a THING about books!”  Thing 1 and Thing 2, 
from the Cat in the Hat, will be with us all year to help students check out “just right” books. 
*DID YOU KNOW? – September is National Library Card Month.  If you haven’t already, please visit our local 
Montrose Public library and get your own library card!  Books, DVDs and other great resources are waiting for 
you to enjoy, and all for free!  The Montrose Public library staff will be happy to help you get your very own card, 
and cards for the entire family! 

I’m looking forward to another fun school year!  It is so rewarding to be a part of helping your children discover the won-
derful worlds that live inside of books! 

 

     Mrs. Mahan 

Johnson Elementary 

Media Para 

9th Annual School Cup - Black Canyon Sprint Triathlon 
Can you and two friends… swim a few laps… ride a bike… 

       Saturday, October 5, 2013.  Check In: 7:30am;  Race Start: 8:00am. 
Open to students from Montrose County Schools in grades 1st - 5th. 

Teams consist of 1, 2 or 3 students from the same grade and same school. 

This event is held in conjunction with the Black Canyon Sprint Triathlon. 

Registration Forms Due:  Thursday, September 26th; Registration Fee:  $30 per team. 

You don’t have to be an expert to enter a triathlon!  Get a couple of friends from your grade and 
enter a team.  Show your school spirit!  Win a plaque with YOUR name on it to be displayed at your school! 

1st - 5th Grade Team and Individual Information - 1, 2 or 3 students from the same grade and school. 

100 yard Swim (2 laps/4 lengths of the pool) 

5K Bike ( 3miles) 

1.2 Mile Run 

Pick up registration forms from Mr. Strubel, Mr.Imus or the Rec. Center 



The PAC Page 
(Parent Action Committee) 

 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Meet the Ducks! 
 

The Annual Johnson Elementary School Fundraiser 

will  kickoff with two assemblies on Monday Sept. 9th. 

All  complete orders will need to be turned in on Tuesday Sept 24th. 

Packets with further information will be given out during the assemblies. 

 

   8:30-9:30 AM 
          AM Kindergarten 

        Full Day Kindergarten 

                 1st Grade 

       2nd Grade 

 

   12:30-1:30 PM 
   PM Kindergarten 

        3rd Grade 

         4th Grade 

         5th Grade 
   

First day to turn in orders is Friday Sept. 13th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming PTC Meetings: 

 Wednesday Sept 11th - 6pm  JES Library 

 Wednesday Sept 25th - 6pm JES Library 



 

 Counselor’s Corner 

Welcome to the 2013-14 school year.  It will be another exciting year at JES.  We have many new pro-
grams either in place or ready to launch that will help your child achieve success in school this year.  I’d 
like to share these with you in this letter. 

Stop, Walk, Talk is an anti-bullying curriculum that will be introduced to the students in a couple of 
weeks.   

Class Meetings are another new program to help students to solve their own problems and help others 
to solve their problems too!   

Playground Champions in 4th and 5th grade are presently filling out their applications and will begin 
training by the end of September. The plan is to train these students to mentor others while on 
the playground and in the lunchroom. 

This is the second year for our students to engage in Second Step. This is a social emotional curricu-
lum for all students here at Johnson.  The major areas that this covers are: 

Skills for Learning 
Empathy 
Emotion Management 
Friendship Skills and Problem Solving 

The counselor teaches these lessons to each class bi-weekly.  If you are interested in further exploration 
at home we have valuable home link/activities that you can do with your child also.  Please visit 
secondstep.org and enter the family activation codes for much more information about this cur-
riculum: 

5th grade – SSP5FAMI  LY75 
4th grade – SSP4FAMI  LY74 
3rd grade – SSP3FAMI  LY73 
2nd grade – SSP2FAMI  LY72 
1st grade – SSP1FAMI  LY71 
Kindergarten – SSPKFAMI  LY70 
Preschool – SSPE  FAMI  LY68 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 249-2584 or send me an email at :  
jean.granberg@mcsd.org.   

      Jean Granberg, Counselor 

      Johnson Elementary School 

mailto:jean.granberg@mcsd.org

