
Volunteers Welcome and Needed 
You are always welcome at Johnson Elementary.  You can help out in the 
classroom, the office, or Homework Café.  We have opportunities to read 
with students and to study math facts.  Our parent group (PTC) meets on the 
first and third Wednesdays in the library at 6:00 p.m.  If you are unsure 
where, when or how to get started, please call 249-2584. 

Johnson Elementary School 
Messages from Mrs. Pierce 

October 2013 

Exceptional Teaching + Exceptional Relationships = Exceptional Students 

Helping Your Children with Math Homework 
 

      In this article , Teaching Children Mathematics, Regina Mistretta (St. John’s 

University/New York) shares strategies for getting involved in your children’s 

math learning. Here are questions  parents could ask their children if they are 

struggling with math homework: 

-What problem are you working on? 

-What do the directions say? 

-What words or directions don’t you understand? 

-Where do you think you should begin? 

-What do you already know that can help you work through the  

   problem? 

-What have you done so far? 

- Do you have similar problems to look at? 

- Can you draw a picture or make a diagram? 

- Can you explain what the teacher asked you to do? 

-Can you tell me where you are stuck? 

 
“‘We Do Care,’ Say Parents” by Regina Mistretta in Teaching Children Mathemat-
ics, May 2013 (Vo. 19, #9, p. 572-580), www.nctm.org; Mistretta is at mis-
tretr@stjohns.edu  

Bullying Defined and  

Reported 
 

      Bullying is intentional aggressive be-
havior. It can take the form of physical or 
verbal harassment and involves an imbal-
ance of power (a group of children can 
gang up on a victim or someone who is 
physically bigger or more aggressive can 
intimidate someone else, for instance). 
       

Bullying behavior can include teasing, 
insulting someone (particularly about 
their weight or height, race, sexuality, 
religion or other personal traits), shoving, 
hitting, excluding someone, or gossiping 
about someone. 

      

      Bullying can cause a victim to feel 
upset, afraid, ashamed, embarrassed, and 
anxious about going to school. It can 
involve children of any age, including 
younger elementary grade-schoolers and 
even kindergarteners. Bullying behavior 
is frequently repeated unless there is in-
tervention. 
 
      Bullying is not acceptable behavior at 
Johnson Elementary, and the student 
and/or parent should report all inci-
dences of bullying to the school.  There 
will be follow-up by school officials about 
each report.  Thank you for your help in 
our efforts to stop bullying. 

"I'm a JES Thunderbird!" 
"I'm unique, lovable, and capable of success!" 

http://www.nctm.org
mailto:mistretr@stjohns.edu
mailto:mistretr@stjohns.edu


October 2013 
Newsletter 

No School - Vacation Day 
 
PTC Meeting 6pm - Library 

Monday Oct. 7th 
 
Wednesday Oct. 9th 

Wear Pink & Bring $1 to support Breast  
     Cancer Awareness Month 

 
Friday Oct. 11th 

End of 1st Qtr.   Friday Oct. 18th 

Parent Teacher Conferences 2:30-7:30pm 
            and Scholastic Book Fair 

Wednesday Oct. 23rd 

Parent Teacher Conferences 12:30-7:30pm 
            and Scholastic Book Fair 

Thursday Oct. 24th 

No School - Vacation Day  Friday Oct. 25th 

Halloween Parade and Parties 
     Parade begins at 2:00pm (weather permitting) 

     Parties begin at 2:30pm 

Thursday Oct. 31st 

POW WOW Assemblies 
         2nd & 3rd grade   12:30-1:15pm 
         4th & 5th grade      1:20-2:10pm 
         Kinder & 1st grade 2:15-3:00pm 

Friday Nov. 1st 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

     Don’t forget to set your clocks back 1 hour 

Sunday Nov. 3rd 

Important Dates! 

Johnson Elementary 
Thunderbi rds  



Happy Fall 

Please remind your kinder to bring a jacket to school, our weather is changing. 

Some of the things we are working on during the month of October are: 

Beginning sounds, what happened first next and last in a book or a movie, predict-
ing what will happen in a book, and writing our letters and numbers 0-10.    We are also learning letter sounds.    
These are  some fun things you can do while riding in the car to and from school.   Say a letter, “Nn” and the sound 
it makes, ask your child to think of words that start with that sound.  (nose, no, nut, needle)  Also ask them to find 
that letter on a sign.  Do a different letter every trip in the car. 

Before you read to your child, look at the front cover of the book and have them “predict” what the book will be 
about.  While you are reading a book tell them, “this is what happened first in the story, and then have them say 
what happened next and what happened last.  Another fun thing to do is look at a sentence and have your child 
count how many spaces between words are in the sentence.  Then count how many words are in the sentence. 

We look forward to Parent/Teacher conferences on the 23rd and 24th of this month.  We can’t wait to share with you 
how very much they have learned. 

Kindergarten is very busy, we invite you to come and watch (help) any time you want. 

Thank you, 

The Kinder Team 

Kindergarten News 

First Grade News 
We want to thank our first grade families for the continued work you are doing with your youngsters 
and their homework.   Our response with At Home Reading has been impressive and we appreciate 
your efforts. 

Sequencing, main event, characters and setting are being discussed in reading centers.    During read-
ing times at home, you are encouraged to incorporate questioning into your reading activities which 
reinforce these story parts with your children. 

Please continue to work on the first grade high frequency words as part of homework.   We suggest 
that you also begin working with flashcards for math emphasizing +0, +1 and +2 during October. 

Our students have been looking forward to a visit from the rangers from the Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison National Forest.   Unfortunately, it appears that their program for our first graders will be 
cancelled due to the federal budget crisis.   Hopefully, we will be seeing the rangers in March and our 
field trip in May will continue as planned. 

We look forward to seeing everyone at our Parent-Teacher conferences later this month. 

The First Grade Team 

Mr. King, Mrs. Robuck, Ms. Savoy & Mrs. Mummert 



Dear Second Grade Families, 

 As our first quarter is rapidly drawing to a close, our kids have come a long way in learning 

many new things. It is important that your child make it to school every day and on time if possible. 

Missing school time affects your child’s learning. We look forward to visiting and sharing with you at 

Parent Teacher Conferences on October 23 and 24.  

Reading and Writing: 

In Literacy, our students will be learning how to make connections, how to activate background 

knowledge, how to build vocabulary and concept knowledge, and how to make inferences within a 

text. We will also continue our descriptive writing and editing as this is a complex task. 

Mathematics: 

In the area of Math, students will take their second math assessment over Unit 2. They will move into 

Unit 3 which will cover concepts such as Place Value, manipulating  Money and telling and writing 

Time. We are asking parents to continue practicing basic addition and subtraction facts at home. 

Thank you for your support and partnership in meeting the academic needs of your child. 

 

Second Grade Team 

 

Ms. Coleman, Ms. Holcom, Mrs. Waldow and Mrs. Wolfe 

Second Grade News 

Third Grade News 
 

Greetings from Third Grade! 

We’ve been very busy during the month of September.  Our schedules have settled now that many of the reading, math 
and writing assessments have been completed. 

READING 
Students in our classrooms have started to participate in W.I.N. (What I Need) time every day except Wednesdays.  Some 
are getting extra help in phonics, some are getting extra help in fluency, others are heading to the computer lab for some 
experience with Reading Plus.  A small group remains with the classroom teacher for W.I.N. time, too.  We have begun 
Unit 2 in our reading program and guided reading groups are underway.  Students are learning to ask questions while 
they read to help them understand the book/text better.  They are also learning to make predictions before and during 
reading.  It is very important that your child be reading regularly with a “BEST FIT” book so he/she can practice the skills 
we’re learning in the classroom. 

MATH 
We are completing Unit 2 in math where we’ve been learning different algorithms for adding and subtracting whole 
numbers.  We’re really gaining ground in building number sense for calculations by using fact triangles and diagrams to 
solve number stories.  Our upcoming unit will take us into exploring linear measurement.  We’ll measure with rulers, 
determine perimeter and learn about area.  Keep practicing addition and subtraction math facts at home. 

We look forward to seeing you at conferences this month!   We appreciate all of the support you provide your child. 

Third Grade Team 
Mrs. Casebier, Ms. Crosby, Mrs. Head, Mrs. Kiehlbauch 



Fifth Grade News 

 
October is a very exciting time for 5th graders! Friday, October 11, we will be going to 
Camp Cedaredge for the day. The students will spend the day engaging in team building 
activities. These will help them to trust each other and building each other up in positive 
ways that will be beneficial for the rest of the year. We are looking forward to this ex-
perience! 

  

In the classrooms we will be working on geometry in math. We will be using protractors 
and compasses. We will also be finding out angles of shapes using different methods. In 
reading we are going to be working on summarizing what we read. This is a very hard, 
but important skill for them. When your child is reading their 20 minutes at home, have 
them summarize to you what they read. This will help reinforce this skill. In writing we 
are going to be starting fictional narratives. Our students will be creating their own sto-
ries, with their own characters and plots. Finally, in science we are still learning about 
the human body. We will be wrapping this up fairly soon and will be moving on to eco-
systems.  

  

We are enjoying all of our students and all the exciting thing we are learning with them 
so far this year! We look forward to seeing you all at conferences.  

Fourth Grade News 

 

The fourth grade has wrapped up their first session of science. Our trip to Ridgway State 
Park focused on the migration of birds, ecosystems, habitats, and the classifications of organ-
isms: omnivores, herbivores, and carnivores.  We are now learning about geography: longi-
tude, latitude, compass rose, key, and landforms. 

The fourth grade teachers would like to remind parents and students to: continue memoriz-
ing your math facts and please have parent / guardian sign your homework folder every night 
and return you folders every day. 

Halloween information will be coming soon. 

Thank you 

Mr. Steck, Mrs. Ganskow, Ms. Reyes, Mrs. Riley 



Johnson Elementary School Parents 

Parenting Class Offered 

Do you ever find yourself asking . . .  
 
• How can I get my children to do their homework without meltdowns, threats or bribes?  
 
• How can I have a drama-free morning where the kids actually get out the door in time 
for school?  
 
 

We will be exploring the book, Parenting Without Power Struggles that is written by family therapist, 
Susan Stiffelman. While most parenting programs are designed to coerce kids to change, Parenting Without 
Power Struggles does something innovative, showing you how to come alongside your children to awaken their 
natural instincts to cooperate, rather than at them with threats or bribes, which inevitably fuels their resistance. 
By staying calm and being the confident “Captain of the Ship”, you will learn how to parent from a place of strong, 
durable connection, and you’ll be better able to help your kids navigate the challenging moments of growing 
up. Please join us as we learn about these valuable parenting skills together! 

Topics:   

Captain of the Ship   
Attachment Trumps Resistance 
Act I and Act II 
Where You are and How you Got There 
Using What You’ve Learned in Real Life  

Location: Johnson Elementary School Library 

Dates:  Tuesdays: October 29, November 5, 12, 19 and 26 

 

 

I want to take this class!    ___________________________________________

 ____________________________ 

     (parent(s) name)     (phone number) 

I need childcare  ____________________________________

 ___________________________________ 

     (child’s name/age)    (child’s name/age) 

    ____________________________________

 ____________________________________ 

     (child’s name/age)    (child’s name/age) 

     

Please return this registration to your child’s teacher by:  Friday, October 4.  Space is lim-

ited! 

Free of Charge…but attendance is required! 

Time:  6:00-7:30  Childcare offered 



 

 

 

School Cup Triathlon 2013 

           Individaul Results     Team Results: 
2nd Grade - Rachel Robuck  2nd place 2nd Grade - Dragonflys    3rd place 

3rd Grade - Grace DeJulio     4th place     Kenzie Bush, Danika Bush & Emily Dunlap 

         Rocco Manuel   5th place 3rd Grade - Thunderbirds   5th place 

4th Grade - Chad Murphy     4th place    Daegan Dimpson, Zach Morris & Anabrie Gomez 

       4th Grade - Catch Me If You Can!!   5th place 

         Aiden Hutto, Luke Hutto & Devon Hardin 

                      - Catch Us If You Can    10th place 

           Matteson Embrey & Emma Pierce 

                     - Sharkboy & Lava Girl     12th place 

           Valerie Merritt & Kylie Lange 

 

 
 

BOOK FAIR! 

Wednesday, October 23, from 2:30 until 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, October 24, from 12:30 until 7:30 p.m. 

BOOKS!  POSTERS! CONTESTS! 

Look for more information to come home in the next couple of weeks! 

SEE YOU THERE! 


